Treatment of hypothermia by extracorporeal circulation and internal rewarming.
The treatment of accidental hypothermia by extracorporeal circulation and internal rewarming can be life saving in patients unconscious from drug overdose or victims of accidental exposure to severe cold. Advantages are the rapidity of treatment, the provision of circulatory support, and a lessened chance of rewarming collapse, since peripheral vasodilation is paralleled by an increase in cardiac output. A premature diagnosis of clinical death was averted in two patients with rectal temperatures of 25 degrees C or below, and their lives were saved by the use of this technique.